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W     ith more than 200 years of American 
art history preceding him, Dan Metz is 
well aware of what has come before 

him in the wildlife genre. And yet he still finds 
new trails to blaze when it comes to finding 
subject matter. 

“I’ve been doing this for a long time, 40-plus 
years,” Metz says from his Minnesota studio. 
“All those years and yet it’s never once the 
same. You get out there in the wild and the light 
is different, the animals are in different places, 
they’re doing different things…there is still so 
much that can be discovered with wildlife.”

In his new show at the Legacy Gallery in 
Bozeman, Montana, Metz brings his unique 
vision of the natural world to 15 new works 
that place his wildlife within gorgeous high-
country scenery. His pieces not only evoke a 
time and place, but also a distinctly powerful 
mood, whether it’s through Metz’ rendering of 
weather, from misty clouds or a hazy overcast, 
to light, which he paints in bright daylight 
scenes and also moonlit nocturnes. 

“One thing I like to focus on is also action 
and emotion,” he says in reference to his elk 
piece Harem Scare’Em, a painting that has 

been in the works for more than 20 years. “It 
is a piece that runs from side to side, what 
one might describe as a bacon painting, with 
all of the elements running in bands, it is not 
an easy task to make it work. “A good action 
painting is a rare thing and growing rarer 
due to the amount of anatomical knowledge 
and draftsmanship required. These days it is 
uncommon for me not to pull a painting off, 
but the first version went to the burn pile 
and everything except the cows and calves 
went too. New background, new bull, new 
foreground and the last-minute addition of the 
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shadow line across the bull got it signed.”
In Adventure Bound, a scene of two men 

leading pack horses up through a rocky pass, 
Metz paints a taboo subject—animal rear ends. 
“Now, non-artists have created a construct in 
their minds that a painting with the animals’ 
rumps is not favored. This must be a fairly 
recent notion as the history of animal and 
equine art is filled with a plethora of behinds. 
Obviously I ignored this as there is no other 
way to take you along for this ride,” Metz 
says. “One woman who saw the painting said, 
gratifyingly, ‘Who would have imagined that 
horses asses could be so fascinating.’”

Other works in the show includes two 

moonlit scenes with different subjects:  
a mountain lion in Night Stalker and lumbering 
bison in Pale Shadows. 

“My paintings begin in the field. There 
are no worthwhile ideas without a thorough 
knowledge of subject, habits and habitat. So, 
one needs an idea worth the struggle. It is, and 
always has been, that a good painting be more 
than a photograph. Since the advent of digital 
photography and the ability to manipulate  
a photograph, it is imperative for the painter 
to make that so. It is very rare for me to base 
a painting on a scene and try to fit animals 
into it,” Metz says. “My beginnings are a pose,  
a gesture or a grouping and the painting is built 

around that with the design and placement 
of pictorial elements created to support the 
subject. A small drawing or drawings begin 
the process. Mine fit in a three-ring binder and  
I have hundreds of these working, idea drawings, 
which may sit ripening for decades. It is much 
easier to control dimension in a small drawing 
and the difference between right and wrong  
is the width of a hair.”

Metz’ show opens September 9 and continues 
through September 18. 
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Harem Scare’Em, oil, 26 x 40" 

Pale Shadows, oil, 38 x 30" 

Icefall, oil, 12 x 14" Mr. Happy Go Lucky, oil, 16 x 20" 
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